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STATE LEVEL WORKSHOP ON
“TEACHER EDUCATION AT CROSS ROADS: CHALLENGES
AND PROSPECTS”

Organisors: PADI Mangaluru, MAHE, Manipal, DSERT KARNATAKA,
DIET-D.K. & Udupi, UNICEF-India

The 2020 State Level Workshop held on 24t & 25™ February
2020 at MAHE, Manipal, in collaboration with PADI Mangaluru,
MAHE, Manipal, DSERT KARNATAKA, DIET-D.K. & Udupi and
UNICEF-India, utilized a unique online platform in gathering
leaders of Non Governmental Organizations (charities, nonprofits,
civil society organizations), as well as prominent representatives
from the governmental and corporate sectors. To list out, some
were representatives of DIETs, D,ED Lecturers, D,Ed Students
Representatives, Educationists, Education Institution
Representatives, Social Thinkers, Experts on Gender Issues, Child
Right and Protection Activists, Retired Teachers and other
Education Department Officials. This 2020 program was a
workshop, where participants and presenters took advantage of
an interactive platform.

Conveyed from February 24-25 on the theme “TEACHER
EDUCATION AT CROSS ROADS: CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS”
: The Role of NGOs, this congress of NGOs featured prominent
authorities from a broad spectrum of fields and locations.

Attendees from all over the State, added to the content of the
program, many of whom gathered in groups to hear the
presentations.

Presenters:

Mr. Sony Kutti George, Child Protection Specialist from
UNICEF-INDIA inaugurated the Workshop and conveyed the
Keynote address on “Teacher Education At Cross Roads:
Challenges And Prospects” and offered up-to-date information
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on the difficult situation faced in India and briefed on the efforts
and initiatives undertaken by UNICEF-INDIA in those affected area.

Dr. Bhasker, Retd Officer of National Council for Teacher
Education drew the attention of the audience on the subject
‘National Education Policy in Context to Primary Education’.

Dr. Hariprasad G.V. is a Lecturer, DIET, Shivamogga provided
insights into Teacher Professional Development in the National
Education Policy 2019 - “An India-centred education system that
contributes directly to transforming our nation sustainably into
an equitable and vibrant knowledge society, by providing high
guality education to all” offering rich and stimulating content for
the conference participants.

“Present B.Ed. Teachers Training for Primary Education” — An
Experience was shared by Prof. Shobha Sinha, Head & Dean,
Department of Education, University of Delhi.

The 2" day Panel Discussion held and Mr.Umashankar
Periyodi, Azim Premji Foundation Moderated the discussion.

Another highly acclaimed session was that by Dr. William
Robert Da Silva, Sociologist & Professor in Emeritus . His
explanation on ‘Social Justice & Constitution values’ and the legal
role of the Education Department, was especially useful in
broadening the legal perceptional horizons for the attendees.

Dr. Annie Dimple Castelino, Assistant Teacher, Government
High School, Aliyur, Moodabidri delivered a riveting ,detailed,
informative, and insightful presentation on the very basics of the
Gender Issues in the curriculum of present Teacher Education. As
well as on the absence of the inclusion of certain Gender Identities
was conspicuously highlighted.

Mr. Renni D’souza, Chairperson, Child Welfare Committee,
D.K. presented the theme on CHILD RIGHTS. He noted that the
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need of the hour was an honest re-examination of the content of
Child Rights and even the language used to handle child right
issues, which affects not only our approaches, intimate and deeply
personal aspects of our lives, but also sabotages the physical,
social and emotional health of children in the country, both now
and possibly for generations to come.

Findings Highlighted in the sessions include:

Physical Infrastructure: The biggest essentials are Teaching
Aids and
Laboratories/
Playgrounds.
Emphasis on
shifting from
having a roof
over walls to
making
available
enough free
learning aids
TOR the beneficiary children. A classroom is desirable but
its absence no longer hinders an education project.

Gender Exclusion: Precise understanding of the problem in
its entirety, leads to the right solutions. Among the LGBT
group, ‘Transgender’ found its place in the policy and ‘LGB’
and the gender identities needs were excluded.

Taboo and Stigma: With the setting up of National Database
on Transgender children, simultaneously, it invites
psychological adverse effects like taboo and stigma which
is associated with the revelation of gender identity in the
National Database.

Teaching Methods: Suiting to the emerging need, latest trend
and the survey reports suggests changes and other new




inclusions in the academic curriculum. The same was
concurred by all the attendees.

V.  Child Rights Violations: Teachers awareness on Child Rights
Violations — its precautionary measures and corrective
actions will mitigate or avoid the anticipatory problems.

VI. The trainings imparted on the teacher is fruitless with the
concept of interchanging positions under the same slab,
where a teacher swaps between Teaching and Administrative
positions. Thus the trainings imparted in the past on the
teacher, yields no results henceforth.

Conclusion:

The cutting edge technology, offered g a highly interactive
platform for maximizing attendee participation. It allowed a high
degree of real time communication among the participants and
between the participants and the speakers. One could chat with
the other participants and the presenters raise one’s hand to ask
guestions, ask presenters to elaborate on points they raise, share
professional contact information, take polls, and so forth.

A Nine member Core Committee constituting Dr. Hariprasad,
Representative from DIET, Dr. Bhasker, Experienced in NCET, Dr.
William Da Silva, representative from MAHE and the Head/
Representatives of the Collaborative Organisations decided in
the meeting to finalize the recommendation to submit the same
to NCET for the necessary changes. Mr. Renni D’souza, Executive
Director of PADI Organisation expressed his sincere thanks to the
gathering and was grateful towards the distinguished Resource
Persons.

Recommendations

1. With the introduction of Transgender Children into the NEP
draft and with the exclusion of the different gender identities
needs identification, the NEP has forsaken a holistic approach




towards the Gender Identities. This gaps calls for an in-depth
research by the policy makers, before excluding the other
sect.

The policy has selected Transgender groups among the ‘LGBT’
sections and omitted ‘LGB’ sect completely for reasons best
known to it. The laudable efforts of the Policy Makers remain
nullified; with their non-holistic consideration of the other
sect belong to LGB groups. Either Err or Negligence must be
rectified by the policy makers to ensure a blanket benefit
upon all.

The concerned subject experts or activists working for the
betterment and welfare of the Gender Identities must be
invited, before framing the policy. The very absence of these
experts or activists, keeps the ground realities or its suitable
resolutions under wraps. The serious problem revolves around
the medical staff, social activist, members of the government
departments safeguarding the rights of gender indentify,
teachers and lastly resource personnel from the legal
departments. With the conglomeration of these functionaries,
diagnosing the problem and treating it appropriately, the
policy would be on par with the objectives of the Indian
Constitution and other moral laws.

National Data of Transgender children, admissibly, impacts
the psychological feelings of the children at the point of
gender identification or in circumstances , where gender
identity by the doctors, especially, psychologists, finds it
difficult to confirm until the child attains, 18 years of age
must be seriously noted, prior to the setting up of a National
Database. The moment the child’s gender is identified, a
taboo is associated to them, wherein bullying and its
subsequent lex talionis will be the first sign of minor crimes
occurring in the school. Although this is a positive move to




secure access based on their sexual identity, in a country
like India with a high incidence of sexual crimes, it is unclear
how the policy aims to safeguard their access to such places
and deal with the stigma associated with it.

Notable concentration and due importance is reserved for
‘Girls’ aspects, thereby the very omission of ‘Boys’ aspects,
is scrupulously found to be a one-sided policy. This omission
would do no good but harm the psychological feelings. Parti
pris view of the policy makers creates an imbalance in the
system. The good move of the policy is catering to the
Transgender, while ignoring the normal sect — Boys, is a move
good or bad, must be answered by the policy makers. In a
society, every individual’s right to live and to be treated
equally with others, can’t be ignored by the policy makers.

In preceding instances, teachers with their crude experience
have poorly handled not just the child rights violations but
also in treating the child after getting victimized. Ultimately,
child undergoes either the trauma or suppression by the
people surrounding it. Teachers, have to analyze, prevent
child rights violations and resolve in nexus with CWC and
other relevant Departments, whenever the child goes through
this trauma. The fundamental or the root causes of the rising
child problems are ignored. NEP proposes the policy on this
malady.

A peep into NEP 2019 (Draft) unfolds the 6 chapters designed
for Under Represented Group, recommending a small portion
for the women and yet, a lesser portion to the Transgender.
The policy makers must reconsider this partial focus.

Policy which promotes women’s participation in non-
traditional occupations and technology, displays nothing but
ambiguity with respect to the actualization or materialization
of it. Numerous changes were added to the policy, whereas
the outcome —success or failure, recorded or not, information
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11.

12.

is available in few hands, but not with citizens at large. Hence,
it calls for more clarity.

Along with this, the teacher’s meager information and
knowledge on child rights violations, and the legal process
of safety and protection, would add more fuel to the existing
problem. In recent trends, many crime reports have
suggested utmost importance to be given for the safety and
protection of the child.

Before, NEP speaks on teacher educator process, the
teachers’ awareness on child rights, its regular updates, must
not only be a part of the learning process (curriculum), but a
continuous process as career advances. At the time of child
right violation, teacher’s unfamiliarity with CWC(Child
welfare committees) members, members of Women and Child
Development Department, and other members of the
respective Government departments, endangers the child
definitely.

Among the four Child Rights -

v' Life & survival, be raised by, or have a relationship
with, their parents

v" Protection from violence, abuse or neglect

v" The right to participate, education that enables children
to fulfil their potential

v Express their opinions and be listened to

The absence of Right to Participation causes no learning but
listening in the child, as emphasized by us in the discussion.
So this right is ignored, deserted and unfocussed by NCF.
Undoubtedly, India is known for producing leaders, the very
deprivation and non-participation would create the next
generation to be ‘Followers’ instead of ‘Leaders’.

The NEP’s forecast on the new four-year teacher education
program must be pupil centered teacher education process.
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Normally in India, student is given the option of selecting
Educational Institutions rather than the faculties. In the
Buddhist Concept — pupil has the responsibility to choose
the teacher they desire but the selection of schools of
thoughts isn’t given the desired importance. Generally the
schools of thoughts build its image on the teachers they have
on roll.

NEP should envisage more on the roles of the mentor or the
chalkie, a potential areas to explore and strengthen. With
the new addition of ideas, concepts, measures and remedies
into the ambit of NEP 2019, the role of the mentor expands
in diversified way. Either at the point of academic learning or
at training the curriculum amendments and structural
changes must be brought into from time to time to ensure,
the role of the Chalkie is on par with the standards framed.

Learning difficulties poses a problem with children suffering
cerebral problems or cognitive deficiencies. The scope of
training must be increased on teachers who teach children
with learning difficulties, cerebral problems or those
impuissant to continue their education, would be the solution
along with ensuring teachers capability improvement in the
learning process.

A subject on ‘Mental Health’ circumventing around, the
learning difficulties, ill-performance and disabilities of the
child in the class should be included in the teacher learning
curriculum. The roles played by the parents, society, and child
welfare departments; agencies, etc must be a part of the
curriculum.

NEP 2019 draft’s exclusion on the issues and needs of the
people with disabilities, although it claims the inclusiveness,
the term ‘Children with Special Needs’, which is disliked by
the person with disabilities themselves. In addition, it has
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miserably failed to provide a Braille or audio version of the
draft and sidelined the contributions of those NGOs,
responsible for the betterment of these special schools.

SDMC-roles & responsibilities, the community participation,
concept of school development, actions, etc. is integral to
teachers in understanding the ancillary bodies (SDMCs)
working towards school development. Recent surveys have
proved that, a good coordination between teachers and
SDMCs has resulted in model schools. By inserting SDMCs as
part of the curriculum, it enables aspiring teachers to envision
possible strategies towards school development.

Know how of the government schemes relating to the child
rights, school dropouts, etc under the umbrella of RTE, and
the practical exposures in entities like JJB, CWC, CHILDLINE,
DCPU, SJPU, Specific NGOs must be incorporated in the
curriculum. The wide angle of the child right machineries
enables the teacher to efficientlt performs in preventing the
violation of child rights and safeguards the safety of the
children.

Teachers should develop a multi disciplinary knowledge of
different streams, like Arts, Science, Commerce Technical and
Vocation Skills and Knowledge. The vast knowledge of the
teachers can be utilized effectively not in a single school,
but also in surrounding schools. Teachers are the role models
to the students or the next generation. Their exceptional skills
would motivate the students to be multi talented.

The crux of NEP draft policy lies on teacher-student
atmosphere. Observation unfolds, that majority of the
members who participated in the preparation of NEP ,
belonged to non-teaching group ,rather than teachers. In the
words of Charles Kettering, the famed inventor and head of
research for GM, said “a problem well-stated is half-solved.”
Therefore respective professional’s (Teachers) hypothesis,
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their deciphers made or even their empirical findings, in
real sense carries more weight in the discussions and
preparations of NEP. “Right diagnosis by professional yields
the best treatment” . So the participation of teachers in
majority number would provide the right identification of the
problem, right diagnosis and resolutions with suitable
remedies.

NEP concentrated on possibilities and opportunities for the
teacher, in terms of promotions and for training good
teachers with service motive, but NEP has abandoned the
focus on dignity and respectability of teachers in this country.
A global view on other educational institutions across the
globe, suggest, ways of upholding the dignity and
respectability of teachers in the country. * A country which
respects teachers, is developed’. Measures must be adopted
to reframe the policy on the lines of improving the dignity
and respectability of the teacher.

Andragogy was developed by Charles W Hunt. Pedagogical
methods used for children in classroom, a part of teacher
training, is different from Andragogy,i.e., Adult learning
patterns and methods. This differentiation, opens up the
scope for further discussions..

Way back, the world felt the need for Industrial Society in
90s, Information Society in 2000 prevailed assuming the
thought, ‘Idea rules the world’. Information was equal to
power was well understood. Later thoughtsin 2010, marched
towards Technological Society. NCFTE 2009 vision was ‘India
needs Human and reflective teachers’. Currently we are
stepping on Humane and Vibrant Society, which calls for a
humane society and in due course, the essential process and
strategies needs to be developed. They include high morals,
empathy and compassion.
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Individuals’ inclination to change themselves with reflections
is known to be Professionals. Charles W Hunt, mentions the
five stages of the teacher from the time of joining as novice
to advanced beginner, competent teacher, proficient teacher
and lastly ending being as an expert teacher. Teacher with
30years of experience doesn’t construe a teacher to be an
expert teacher. Some continue as novice in the 30th year of
service, because their first year experience was repeated 30
times over their long service. Therefore, their experience
stands accurately, at ONE year of experience only.

The required focus of NEP committee wasn’t shown on
primary education, but majorly concentrating on teacher
education and higher education. Comprehensive thinking of
addressing needs of primary education and its weakest link
like secondary education has not been focused. Certain
superficial ideas like school complex and consolidation of
schools have been discussed. A clear road map needs to be
proposed for preprimary and primary education and
strengthening of government schools.

Students find opting four year B.Ed course lucrative over
D.EI.Ed course. With the four year B.Ed course, candidates
aren’t opting for primary teachers post, forsaking D.EIl. Ed
courses, gradually a decline in the admission intake is
observed. With every changing government, eligibility
condition, recruitment, selection and promotions have been
wavering, impacting the demand on these courses.
Fundamentally, each political party frames policies suiting
their party ideologies, causing a cascading effect. Hence,
Government has to take measures to address this erupting
problem.

Funding by the World Bank and the trainings imparted by
SSA, RMSA, OBB, BRC, DIET hasn’t reaped the expected
deliverables.
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Trainings imparted on a teacher will result in failure, if the
concerned teacher desires to move onto administrative
positions. Thus, the interchanging positions under the same
slab, between Teaching and Administrative positions,
trainings would be pointless . A teacher swapping onto
administrative positions and vice versa would make a vain
training. To this, NEP has to provide a clear picture of
dichotomy arising between the training effectiveness and the
training ineffectiveness, on those teachers who interchanged
between teaching to administrative positions and its vice-
versa.

In the below two cases,

a) Teachers who are on the verge of superannuation, will
attend trainings throughout the year, post retirement,
training is a waste of resources, on these teachers. Hence,
the training concepts implementation remains void.

b) Teachers, who attend trainings, receive notice from the
department for the subsequent training, throughout the
academic year, without providing sufficient time to
implement it. The non-existence of a standard slab on
the minimum and maximum trainings to be imparted
on a teacher, adds to the implementation problems. This
abstract way of organizing training, adds to the
government expenditure indeed.

A proper training need ( especially, for teachers in the verge
of retirement), training identification and training evaluation
and the time gap between the trainings, must be ensured by
the policy makers.

NEP committee has changed the constitutional terminologies
of the marginalized to Under-Represented Groups (URGSs). It
speaks about all, except caste discrimination. They had to




30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

cater to one gender, because, every house has a women but
not every house has SC/ST member.

Contradictions towards reservation policy, discrimination,
caste based practices, which are current realities haven’t
found any space in the draft. For decades, discrimination on
the basis of caste has been commonly known, to which the
academicians, intellectuals, activists from disadvantaged
groups are demanding the implementation of the
recommendations of Thorat Committee Report. The
unwavering stubbornness and silence expressed on the
concerns of the marginalized sections, makes it an ineffective
policy.

The policy conveys a transpicuous message - the best way
to progress is to not to engage and talk about social change.
Accordingly, policy concentrates on student’s individual
development and aiming at social changes is missing in the
draft policy.

Formal schooling system from the age of three is contradicting
the global accepted norms that formal schooling begins after
the age of five. Integrating the preparative phase with formal
schooling, doesn’t make much good. Instead, the
Anganawadis contributions improving the health and nutrition
of children are ignored.

The omission of the words “secular” and “secularism” in the
NEP 2019 is odd. Omission of the word ‘secular’ in the draft
policy, results in risks and vulnerabilities for many religious,
caste and tribal communities in the country.

The draft consistently stresses on “merit-based’ criteria and
not reservation policy, for admissions at all levels of post
secondary education, including the mandatory B.Ed course
for teacher training, in terms of scholarship, financial aid and




other forms of aid, as well as in appointment, selection and
promotion during their career.

35. Paper titled ‘Artificial Intelligence’ was published by Niti Ayog
in November 2019. The NEP hasn’t identified the merits and
amazing marvels of Robots Or Als in education and educational
institutions’. Artificial Intelligence corners on the probabilities
of the occurrences or outcomes, resulting in precise forecasts
and predictions. For the strategist, these Als predictions, are a
wonderful tool to develop strategies and project the means for
the actualization of objectives framed. To illustrate, SMS alerts
to the the administrators for teacher’s late coming or absence,
and SMS alerts for parents if students absent themselves would
be performed by these Robos.
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